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ward as the encroaching ice-cap moved southward
from the Arctic regions. At any rate, there is only
negative evidence that man did not originate in
America, while we know that he was here and was a
mighty hunter in the land before his compeers in-
habited northern Europe*
There are just as many arguments for and against
nearly every other theory of man's presence in the
New World. In favor of the Bering Strait theory
is the fact that many Indian tribes have physical char-
acteristics similar to those of northern Asiatic races;
that even to-day there is. more or less of a migration
between northeastern Asia and the extreme tip of
northwestern Alaska, -and that distinctively Asiatic
dialects are spoken by many Alaskan and north-
western American tribes. But against this theory we
have an equal or even greater array of arguments.
In the first place, the facial appearance or external
physical characters of a man or a race may be greatly
influenced or altered by environment. Men who live
on open sunny plains and deserts, or in lands where
there is much snow, acquire squinting eyes or even
slightly oblique eyes and high cheek-bones, just as
mountaineers develop strong legs, deep chests and
powerful backs, while tribes which travel largely by
canoes develop broad chests, powerful shoulders and
arms and become weak or under-developed in their
lower limbs. Moreover, only a small percentage of
all Indians of North, Central and South America
possess the Mongol features. In the second place,
the Asiatic dialects disappear completely as soon as
we go far from the northwestern coast tribes, whereas,
were all tribes descendants of Mongolian races, we